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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAG: PGOV, SHUM, Cl 

SUBJECT: LETELIER/MOFFITT CASE: CONTINUED MEDIA ATTENTION 

REE: SANTIAGO 5920 AND PREVIOUS 

1 . DISPLACED AS THE MAIN ITEM OF NEWS BY THE DEATH OF POPE 

PAUL VI, LETELIER CASE COVERAGE NEVERTHELLESS CONTINUED ALTHOUGH 
IN A REDUCED EASHION IN THE AUGUST 8 NEWSPAPERS. "EL MERCURIO" 
DEVOTES ITS LEAD EDITORIAL TO THE ATTACKS OF SENATOR KENNEDY 
AND OTHERS ON CHILE BUT WITH NO SPECIFIC REFERENCE TO THE LETELIER 
CASE. THERE IS ALSO AN ARTICLE ON PLEA BARGAINING IN THE US 
LEGAL SYSTEM, WRITTEN FROM THE VIEWPOINT THAT THIS PRACTICE IS 
SLIGHTLY IMMORAL. 

2. THE PRESS HAS USG LAWYER ETCHEBERRY SAYING THAT HE WILL 
SOON TRAVEL TO THE US AGAIN IN CONNECTION WITH THE EXTRA- 
DITION REQUESTS AND THAT THESE ARE LIKELY TO ARRIVE HERE 
THE FINAL DAYS OF THE MONTH. THERE IS ALSO A REPORT THAT 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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SERGIO MIRANDA CARRINGTON, THE LAWYER FOR CONTRERAS, AND 
POSSIBLY ESPINOZA, IS LEAVING FOR THE US TODAY IN CONNECTION 
WITH THE DEFENSE OF HIS CLIENTS. 

3. THE TEN LAWYERS WHO BROUGHT A SUIT ("QUERELLA") AGAINST 
CONTRERAS IN LOCAL COURTS ON BEHALF OF THE RELATIVES OE 69 
MISSING PERSONS HAVE ASKED THE JUDGE TO LOOK INTO THE FACTS 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassifled/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 

OF THE CHARGES AGAINST CONTRERAS AT THE SAME TIME SHE AT- 
TEMPTS TO DETERMINE WHETHER SHE HAS JURISDICTION IN THE 
SUIT. THE JUDGE REPORTEDLY HAS SENT A REQUEST TO THE 
MINISTRY OF DEFENSE TO BE INFORMED WHETHER CONTRERAS IS OR 
WAS A MILITARY OFFICER. WHEN SHE IS TOLD FORMALLY THAT 
HE WAS, SHE WILL PRESUMABLY HAVE TO TRANSFER JURISDICTION 
FOR THE SUIT TO THE MILITARY COURTS. THE LAWYERS AND RELA- 
TIVES OF THE MISSING WANT THE JUDGE TO START SOME SERIOUS 
INVESTIGATION BEFORE THAT HAPPENS. 

LANDAU 
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